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Reaching Up To Christ and Out To Each Other                                                                                      
                       December, 2019
   In all our busyness this time of the year, seldom do we take time to think about those in need.  Our focus tends to be on ourselves, our travel plans and what we need to get done before Christmas.

     But we need pause to remember that Christmas was not so pleasant a time for the Holy Family.  Mary and Joseph were quite needy just before the birth of Jesus.  Joseph, upon finding out Mary was pregnant, and not by him but by the Holy Spirit (yeah, right! he may have thought to himself), initially decided to divorce her quietly.  Mary, young virgin though she was, would be left to raise baby Jesus as a single teenage mother.  

    But an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, telling him not to be afraid to take her as his wife, for she would bear a son who would save his people from their sins (Matthew 1:20-23).  Without the dreams, visions, and calls from God, Christmas does not happen.  It is God’s self-communication with us that leads us to go beyond what we might ordinarily do.  


Joseph and Mary journeyed to Bethlehem for the Census called for by Caesar Augustus. With no place to stay and Mary at full term, only an innkeeper with no vacancy allowed them to stay in a cattle stall for the night of Jesus’ birth.  It was their only offer. 

    Think about this part of the story Christmas Eve when you’re taking communion, wrapping presents, or otherwise enjoying merriment with family and friends or enjoying an evening alone watching Jimmy Stewart in “It’s a Wonderful Life”. 

     What would it have been like in that cattle stall Christmas Eve?  Would you be warm enough? What about the sounds?  Creatures were stirring and they weren’t mice, but cows who aren’t known for discretion. What about the smells coming from the cattle stall?  They didn’t have Lysol back then. It was into this environment our Savior was born… 

     What is your living situation this Christmas? I want to thank you for providing shelter for 25 men who wouldn’t otherwise have a place to stay right before Christmas. Thank you for also providing snacks for them. They all have to sleep in close proximity to one another so I am sure there are noises and smells they have to endure.  But our hospitality to these men really goes to the heart of that first Christmas.  It’s not only “What Would Jesus Do”, but “How Did Jesus Live”.  Thanks so much for your kind heart.  May you and your family have a Blessed Christmas!

Peace on Earth, 
Irvin 
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                             Lectionary Study for December: 

         Sunday, Dec. 1st:                                      Sunday, Dec. 15th:                                
        Isaiah 2:1-5                                               Isaiah 35:1-10                       

        Psalm 122 (UMH 845)                             Luke 1:46b-55 (UMH 199)
        Romans 13:11-14                                     James 5:7-10                    

        Matthew 24:36-44                                    Matthew 11:2-11                 

        Sunday, Dec. 8th:                                     Sunday, Dec. 22nd:                           Sunday, Dec. 29th:
        Isaiah 11:1-10                                           Isaiah 7:10-16                                    Isaiah  63:7-9
        Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 (UMH 795)             Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 (UMH 801)       Psalm 148 (UMH 861)
        Romans 15:4-13                                       Romans 1:1-7                                     Hebrews 2:10-18
        Matthew 3:1-12                                        Matthew 1:18-25                                Matthew 2:13-23                                                  

   _________________________________________________________                   
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   December  Birthdays                                  December Anniversary
   5th   Anne Sullivan         19th  Karen Monahan                    19th   Buck & Dottie Beckham

 11th  Kay Terenzio           19th  Michael Luss

 16th  Lori Mitchell           23rd  Pete Giles

                          17th  Randy Hayes
                                                        Coming Up Next Month:   
                                                                      January  Birthdays:                                                              
                                          13th   Mildred McDaniel               19th  Tyler Starnes
                                         14th   Judy Prather                         20th  Judy Pernie
                                         18th   Sarah Stovall                       20th   Zin Bronola
                                        19th  Karen Davis                          28th  Bonnie Jenks                                                                                                                                               


Please contact Church office if there are any additions or corrections to the birthday & anniversary list.  
For prayer e-mail and/or bulletin prayer list requests please notify the church office, 328-1496 or crnrstone@comporium.net (office hours are Mon-Thurs 9-2 p.m.).  When the church office is closed, leave a voice mail on office phone or you may also email, call or text church secretary, Cary Bartelmo, cbartelmo@comporium.net; 803-372-7923.     
UMW NEWS: 
All UMW ladies are invited to Maxine Smith’s house Sunday, Dec. 8th at 4 p.m. for a Christmas Gathering.  Address is 928 Gristmill Dr., Rock Hill.
Finance Report:   Unavailable at time of printing.
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Everyone is welcome to join us on Sunday, Dec. 15th as we go Christmas Caroling to our shut-ins!  We’ll meet at the
church at 2:00 p.m.!

   Stewardship Sunday is December 8th.   Everyone was mailed a letter and Stewardship Vow forms to fill out and bring to church on the 8th.  If you did not receive a form, please contact church office.  There are also extra copies of the letter and form in the rack in back of the Sanctuary.  If you will not be able to be at church on Dec. 8th, you may mail your form to
the church.  Please be in prayer as you consider your commitment to God’s Church.
                             Memorial Given in November
                            In Memory of:                                   Given By:

                         Ted Wienke                                     Addie McClintock Circle
____________________________________________________________________________
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Thanks to everyone who donated shoeboxes full of gifts for Operation Christmas Child!  These gifts truly make a difference
for children worldwide.
__________________________________________________________
Christmas Eve Communion Worship, Dec. 24th at 5 p.m.   Please invite your friends and family to join us.  
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Youth Group (ages 12 and over) meets every other Sunday at 5:30 p.m.!  All youth and their friends are welcome to attend! 
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	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	1 Communion
1st Sunday in Advent
-12:15 pm Trustee meeting
-5:30 pm Youth

Poinsettia orders 
due

	2
10:30 am Bible study

	3
6:30 pm Girl Scouts

	4
6:15 pm Choir practice

	5
Angel Tree gifts due
	6

	7
12-4 pm Girl Scouts using building

	8
Stewardship Sunday
4 pm UMW Christmas gathering at Maxine Smith’s house
	9
No Bible study
1:30 pm SPRC meeting at Epworth

	10
No Wings of Faith meeting

	11
6:15 pm Choir practice

	12
6 pm Addie McClintock meeting at Nancy Evans’ house

	13

	14
2-4 pm Family Christmas party at Cornerstone

	15
Christmas Cantata during worship service
2 pm Christmas Caroling 
5:30 pm Youth Group
	16
10:30 am Bible study
	17
6:30 pm Girl Scouts

	18

	19

	20

	21


	22
No Finance meeting
No Church Council meeting
	23
No UMM, UMW meeting
Cary-vacation day
	24
5 pm Christmas Eve Communion service at Cornerstone
Cary-vacation day
	25
Christmas Day
(Office closed)
	26
Cary-vacation day
	27

	28


	29
5:30 pm Youth group
	30

	31

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Opening & Closing:
Chris Starnes
Altar Guild
Maxine Smith

	Ushers:
Reid Lefler
Johnny Starnes

Chris Starnes

	Scripture Readers:

1st:  Diane Brewer
8th: Steph Pilecki

15th:  Debbie Jackson

22nd: Randy Hayes

29th: Debbie Jackson


	Sunday Worship Schedule:

9:15 a.m. Coffee Fellowship

9:45 a.m.  S.S.

11 a.m. Worship Service
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	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	
	
	1
New Year’s Day
(Office closed)

	2
6 pm Addie McClintock Circle meeting
	3


	4

	5 Communion
Epiphany Sunday
	6
10:30 a.m. Devotional study class
	7

	8

6:15 pm Choir practice

	9

	10

	11

	12
	13

10:30 a.m. Devotional study class
Martin Luther King Day
	14
6:30 pm Girl Scouts
6:30 pm Wings of Faith
	15
6:15 pm Choir practice
	16

	17
9 am Make slaw for fish fry
6 pm Set up for fish fry


	18
1 pm set up
4-7 pm Fish Fry & Bake Sale



	19


	20

10:30 am Devotional study class
7 pm UMM, UMW meetings

	21
	22
6:15 pm Choir practice

	23

	24
6 pm Lay Servant Event at Philadelphia UMC-Ft. Mill

	25


	26

5 pm Finance meeting
6:30 pm Church Council
	27
10:30 am Devotional study class

	28

	29

6:15 pm Choir practice

	30


	31

	

	
	
	
	Opening & Closing:
David McManus
Altar Guild
Maxine Smith

	Ushers:
David McManus
Johnny Starnes

Bill Fincher

	Scripture Readers:

5th:  Diane Brewer

12th: Steph Pilecki

19th:  Debbie Jackson

26th: Randy Hayes


	Sunday Worship Schedule:

9:15 a.m. Coffee Fellowship

9:45 a.m.  S.S.

11 a.m. Worship Service



