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I’ve hired a contractor to do some exterior work on my house (not the parsonage, so don’t worry).  Unfortunately, or fortunately perhaps, since we had a little dry spell in the fall, we’ve had quite a bit of rain recently.  Contractors LOVE RAIN!  Rain provides good cover for delays.  Since my work is exterior my contractor has been giving me the same rain delay excuse for some time now.  I can’t argue too much because it has been raining and most of the jobs he is doing are bigger than mine.  Still, it’s pretty frustrating that we can’t get on with it.  

I happen to think this morning, I wonder if God feels the same way about me.  There are some things I feel I should be leading the church to do and just haven’t gotten around to it.  I wonder just how many people suffer from “haven’t gotten around to it” disease?  “Hgati” is a legitimate disease, you know (.  What are the causes (Hint:  Rain can’t be one of them)?  One cause might be a feeling of being overwhelmed by the task.  Another might be a failure to communicate and seek help from others.  There could also be the problem of misplaced priorities, allowing short-term needs to interfere with longer term goals.  Laziness is often cited for this disease, but laziness is usually a symptom of a bigger problem.

When you think about it, these causes of “hgati”---like feeling overwhelmed, failing to seek help with a task, and having misplaced priorities---these are all addressed by our faith.  When we allow grace to work in our lives, we realize that when we feel overwhelmed, we simply can’t do it all.  We aren’t supposed to.  Grace teaches us we are not to live as lone Christians and that we should seek help as well as offer help to others.  Grace creates and builds community.  As we grow closer to God because of God’s love for us, so we grow closer to one another.  Grace also teaches us that some priorities are more important than others, particularly those involving relationships.  You can probably count on both hands how many low-priority items take up significant chunks of your time.  You may also be able to evaluate how many of them that a life lived from grace should consider important.  

Grace rearranges our priorities, simplifies our lives, and allows us to see what is really important to God.  Because God first loved us, we love God and desire what God desires.  Grace also reminds us that we live in community, and should seek help not just for our own lives, but also for those around us.  

What is God calling you to do today?  How long has God been waiting?  You know the symptoms.  Allow God’s grace to address the underlying causes for delay.
Peace, Irvin          
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                             Lectionary Study for February: 

         Sunday, Feb. 2nd:                                      Sunday, Feb. 16th:                                
         Micah 6:1-8                                               Deuteronomy 30:15-20                   

         Psalm 15 (UMH 747)                                Psalm 119:1-8 (UMH 840)
         1 Corinthians 1:18-31                               1 Corinthians 3:1-9                   

         Matthew 5:1-12                                         Matthew 5:21-37   

                  Sunday, Feb. 9th:                                       Sunday, Feb. 23rd:                           
                  Isaiah 58:1-9a, 9b-12                                 Exodus 24:12-18                                           
                  Psalm 112:1-10 (UMH 833)                      Psalm 99 (UMH 819)  
                  1 Corinthians 2:1-12, 13-16                       2 Peter 1:16-21                          
                  Matthew 5:13-20                                       Matthew 17:1-9                                                                       

                          February  Birthdays                                 February Anniversary
                  2nd    Diana Deyton         20th  Mark Bateman           14th     Jim & Sue Pedersen


   13th    Edwina Jonas          22th  Maxine Smith

             15th   Susan Vinson            24th  Pastor Irvin

            19th    Billie Smith              27th  Steve Pilecki

                                                        Coming Up Next Month:   
                               March  Birthdays:                                                         March Anniversaries:

       7th  Linda Grant        25th  Mike Painter                6th   Wayne & Linda Grant
               10th  Becky Roberts      28th  Dale Williams              30th  Jim & Maxine Smith

               15th Tanner Stovall    
Please contact Church office if there are any additions or corrections to the birthday & anniversary list.  
For prayer e-mail and/or bulletin prayer list requests please notify the church office, 328-1496 or crnrstone@comporium.net (office hours are Mon-Thurs 9-2 p.m.).  When the church office is closed, leave a voice mail on office phone or you may also email, call or text church secretary, Cary Bartelmo, cbartelmo@comporium.net; 803-372-7923.     
 Lay Servant Training – Sat., March 14, 9-4 p.m. & Sun., March 15, 2-4 p.m. at

Philadelphia UC (1691 Hwy 160 West, Fort Mill).  Registration due February 7th for $35.00, late registration is $45.00 (after Feb. 7th).  Registration cutoff is Feb. 21st.

Forms available on the table in church Sanctuary.
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                             Memorials Given in January
                            In Memory of:                                   Given By:
                            Sandra Deyton                                  Anne Price

                           Sandra Deyton                                  The Morning Circle, Trinity UMC

                                 Honorariums Given in January
                          In Honor Of:                                  Given By:                         
                          Pete Giles                                        Wesley Fellowship Class
                         Carol Martin                                   Wesley Fellowship Class

                         Bettie Herron                                  Adult Journey Class

                         Mike Painter                                   Don & Ellie Mobley
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Youth Group (ages 12 and over) meets every other Sunday at 5:30 p.m.!  All youth and their friends are welcome to attend! 

Finance Report:  
Total Giving in January:  $10,736.49
Total Spent in January:  $12,358.93, which includes apportionments and askings for January, which is $1,612.94.

Amount available in undesignated funds:  $ 2,390.47

                                                                                         Karen Davis, Finance Chair
                                                                                         Johnny Starnes, Treasurer
                                    General Conference “Listening Sessions”
The SC delegation to the General Conference has arranged for four “Listening Sessions” around the state to hear about the hopes and concerns of United Methodists in South Carolina. If you would like to attend, registration & locations are on the SC Conference website. The last session will be an online interactive session on Feb. 23rd at 3 p.m.  Registration is requested online.  More information and registration can be found at  https://www.umcsc.org/gc2020listen/             
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                                      UMW News

After some slow and quiet weeks, 2020 is off and running with a lot to keep us busy and allow everyone opportunities to serve:

1. Thanks for the “busy bakers” who provided delicious baked goods sold at January UMM Fish Fry, bringing in $250 for Addie McClintock Circle. Both the UMW Unit and Addie McClintock have contributed $150, each, to the Youth Program for current and future needs.

2. Saturday, February 29, at 9:30-11:00 a.m.: We are presenting an informative, and somewhat disturbing, program to promote to our community awareness of the problem with Human Trafficking in our area. Please attend. Please urge everyone you know over the age of 13 to attend. Please invite school teachers, parents, grandparents, Scout  leaders, business owners such as convenience stores, hotels, fast food restaurants, etc. Donations will be solicited to help with a safe-shelter “drop-in” rescue center opened by A New Creation of York County, and a future residential center. Flyers will be available soon. A banner will be displayed along the roadside. 
We will also need refreshments such as donuts, pastries, small breakfast biscuits, juice, coffee, etc. to offer our guests, of whom we hope there are many. This is one of the most important endeavors we can undertake.

3. Saturday, February 22 by 9:30 a.m.; India Hook UMC hosts BBQ and Bake Sale fundraiser for Winthrop Wesley Foundation. Our church is asked to provide 75 individual 2"x3" brownies or slices of pound cake (bagged) for inclusion on the plates of BBQ being sold.  In addition, whole or half cakes, pies, cookies, etc. will be welcome for separate sale. This is a great opportunity for the ladies who don’t normally attend Circle or UMW meetings to be able to participate in meaningful ministry.

4. Saturday, March 28, 9:30 a.m.: Rock Hill District UMW “Day Apart” service will be hosted at Cornerstone. This is always an inspiring worship-type service. We will offer heavy breakfast fare for the ladies attending from across the District. Breakfast casserole, quiche, biscuits, pastries, donuts, muffins, etc., with assorted beverages.  Another great opportunity for ladies and men of CUMC to show off their culinary skills!

Please contact me with questions, suggestions and offers to help! I know God, through His people here at Cornerstone, will bring about great things for the benefit of His kingdom!

Diane Brewer, UMW President

803-367-1119 cell
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                                   Men N Ministry
The 2020 Spiritual Retreat for men will be February 29th at Mt. Horeb UMC, 1205 Old Cherokee Rd., Lexington, SC from 8-5 p.m.  Registration is on the UMCSC.org website—click on “Men N Ministry”. This is a Spiritual Gathering of men with one purpose, to equip men to become men that God can use in their families, churches, and communities. The event is designed to help men grow deeper in faith through worship, music and workshops lead by leading pastors and laity in ministry to men.

There will be a Stewardship Summit on Feb. 29th at Union UMC in Irmo from 10-3 p.m.  The theme is “It’s Not Just Giving Generously, It’s Living Generously”.  The Rev. Dr. Bob Crossman, former director of the New Church Leadership Institute of the Arkansas Conference, will lead sessions centered on the spiritual discipline of stewardship. There is a $15.00 fee, which includes lunch.  If you would like to attend, please go to: https://www.umcsc.org/living-generously-register-now-for-2020-stewardship-summit/

                       Strengthening Weak Knees      

                      (by Linda Washington, reprinted from “Daily Bread Ministries”)
                                                                 Isaiah 35:1-4
When I was a kid, I thought the song title “He Looked Beyond My Fault and Saw My Need,” written by Dottie Rambo in 1967, was “He Looked Beyond My Faults and Saw My Knees.” Employing the logic of a child, I wondered why God would look at knees. Was it because they were weak? I knew that weak-kneed meant “afraid.” I later discovered that Dottie had written the song about God’s unconditional love in response to her brother Eddie’s belief that he was unlovable because of the wrong things he’d done. Dottie assured him that God saw his weakness but loved him anyway.

God’s unconditional love is apparent throughout the many weak-kneed moments of the people of Israel and Judah. He sent prophets like Isaiah with messages for His wayward people. In Isaiah 35, the prophet shares the hope of God’s restoration. The encouragement that would come as a result of embracing hope would “strengthen the feeble hands, steady the knees that give way” (v. 3). Through the encouragement they received, God’s people would in turn be able to encourage others. This is why Isaiah instructs in verse 4, “Say to those with fearful hearts, ‘Be strong, do not fear.’ ”

Feeling weak-kneed? Talk to your heavenly Father. He strengthens weak knees through the truth of the Scriptures and the power of His presence. You’ll then be able to encourage others.

                              Strengthen the feeble hands, steady the knees that give way.

                                                                                                              (Isaiah 35:3)
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	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	
	
	
	 
	
	1

	2 Communion
“Souper” Bowl Sunday luncheon after worship

	3
10:30 am Devotional study at White Horse
	4
6:30 pm Girl Scouts

	5
5:15 pm Planning meeting for human trafficking event
6:15 pm Choir practice

	6
6 pm Addie McClintock Circle meeting
	7
Registration deadline for Lay Servant training
	8

	9
12:15 pm Trustee meeting
5:30 pm Youth group
	10
10:30 am Devotional study 
5 pm Worship Review Team meeting
	11
6:30 pm Wings of Faith
	12
6:15 pm Choir practice
	13

	14

	15


	16

	17
President’s Day
10:30 am Devotional study
7 pm UMM, UMW meetings


	18
6:30 pm Girl Scouts
	19
6:15 pm Choir practice

	20

	21

	22   10:30-2 pm bbq & bake sale at India Hook UMC for Winthrop Wesley
3-5 pm Family Valentine party at CUMC

	23

5 pm Finance meeting

6:30 pm Church Council
3 pm Final Listening session on UMCSC.org

	24

	25

	26
Ash Wednesday
6 pm Ash Wednesday service at Epworth UMC

	27
Items for March newsletter due in

	28

	29
-9:30 am Human Trafficking Awareness 
-9-5 pm Men’s Spiritual Retreat in Lexington, SC

-Stewardship Summit in Columbia


	
	
	Lawn Mowing:
Mike Painter

Reid Lefler

Steve Pilecki

	Opening & Closing:
Chris Starnes
Altar Guild
Ellie Mobley

	Ushers:
Chris Starnes

Reid Lefler

Johnny Starnes

	Scripture Readers:

2nd:  Diane Brewer

9th: Steph Pilecki

16th:  Debbie Jackson

23rd: Randy Hayes


	Sunday Worship Schedule:

9:15 a.m. Coffee Fellowship

9:45 a.m.  S.S.

11 a.m. Worship Service
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	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	1
 Communion
12:15 pm Trustee meeting
5:30 pm Youth group

	2

	3
6:30 pm Girl Scouts

	4

 6:15 pm Choir practice

	5
 6 pm Addie McClintock Circle
	6

	7

	8
Girl Scout Sunday
Daylight Saving Time begins
	9
UMW to serve meal at Winthrop Wesley
	10
6:30 pm Wings of Faith
	11
6:15 pm Choir practice

	12

	13

	14
9-4 pm Lay Servant Training at Philadelphia UMC-Ft. Mill

	15
5:30 pm Youth group
	16

	17
6:30 pm Girl Scouts
	18
6:15 pm Choir practice
	19

	20
9 am make slaw
6 pm set up for fish fry

	21
1 pm set up for fish fry
4-7 pm Fish Fry & Bake Sale


	22
5 pm Finance meeting

6:30 pm Church Council
	23
7 pm UMM, UMW meetings

	24
	25
6:15 pm Choir practice
Cary-vacation day
	26
Cary-vacation day
	27

	28
9:30 am Rock Hill District UMW “Day Apart” at CUMC


	29
5:30 pm Youth Group
	30
Items for April newsletter due in
	31
6:30 pm Girl Scouts

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Lawn Mowing:
Mike Painter

Reid Lefler

Steve Pilecki

	Opening & Closing:
Daniel Sliva
Altar Guild
Maxine Smith

	Ushers:
Randy Hayes
Wayne Grant

Don Mobley

Daniel Sliva

	Scripture Readers:

1st:  Diane Brewer

8th: Steph Pilecki

15th:  Debbie Jackson

22nd: Randy Hayes

29th: Debbie Jackson


	Sunday Worship Schedule:

9:15 a.m. Coffee Fellowship

9:45 a.m.  S.S.

11 a.m. Worship Service



