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                       In the Meantime

I was thinking the other day about mindsets – the models of thought and behavior that
define each of us.  How we think, view and react to the outside world is governed by genetics, by family training and dynamics, and also by our social environment.  Of course, our faith also plays a part in the mindset that governs our life.  Paul said, “Be not conformed to this world but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is good, and acceptable, and the perfect will of God (Romans 12:2).”  Paul also said, “Let the same mind be in you, which was in Christ Jesus...(Philippians 2:5).” 

I’ve often wondered if the way we think, behave, and live determines the way we will go on into eternity.  Some folks become stuck in thought patterns that are detrimental to their lives.  Others develop patterns of thought that are extremely beneficial for their health and the health of others.  This kind of positive mindset tends to incorporate traits of humility, generosity, kindness and patience.  Sound familiar?  - like the fruit of the Holy Spirit?  What sort of mindset would you prefer to have as you approach eternity?  

Jesus said if we believe in him we will have eternal life.  But believing in Jesus means more than simply believing that he lived, died, and rose again for our sake.  It also means believing in his way, his truth, his life.  If we are able to gear our minds into the sacrificial life of Jesus, then we know we have life – eternal life today.              (Continued on next page)
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(Pastor’s letter, continued):
Some folks look at life with the glass half-full, some half-empty.  Some folks dwell on the past while others stay anxious about the future.  This Coronavirus pandemic has us all a little more future oriented, saying to ourselves and each other, “When is this all going to end?!” 

But we’ve never been through anything like this before and we don’t know how long it will last.  So what are we to do?  How are we to continue to live through this time?

I’m thinking that this crisis will help all of us become a little more present minded.  What’s important now is to become focused in the NOW.  Jesus certainly was.  Jesus revealed the Kingdom present and actually said that the Kingdom of God had arrived in him.  Jesus brought the future God intends for the world into the present.   As the Kingdom bearer, Jesus encountered many difficult situations, reoriented people’s minds and hearts and healed them.            

COVID – 19 is an opportunity for us to practice having the mind of Christ.  We can take something difficult and turn it into something good.  While remaining apart, people are actually growing closer in faithful community than ever before – checking up on one another, consoling one another, helping each other with food and supplies.  Is it the pandemic that is creating this mindset or are more and more people discovering for themselves the mind of Christ and the joy of giving? 

The glass is half-full when you’re a follower of Jesus.  It always is.  With God’s help, let us take this very frustrating situation, and allow it to work on us to develop the mind of Christ helping others in need.  Let’s be the church for one another.  Let me know how you can help and grow in Christ Jesus while we wait.

Peace and Health, Irvin  
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                             Lectionary Study for April: 

         Sunday, April 5th (Palm Sunday):             Sunday, April 19th:                                
         Matthew 21:1-11                                       Acts 2:14a, 22-32               

         Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 (UMH 839)            Psalm 16 (UMH 748)
         Philippians 2:5-11                                     1 Peter 1:3-9              

         Matthew 27:11-54                                     John 20:19-31                      
                  Sunday, April 12th (Easter):                        Sunday, April 26th:                       
                  Acts 10:34-43                                             Acts 2:14a, 36-41                 
                  Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 (UMH 839)             Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 (UMH 837)
                  Colossians 3:1-4                                         1 Peter 1:17-23              
                  Matthew 28:1-10                                        Luke 24:13-35                                                     

                          April  Birthdays                                 April Anniversaries
           9th     Diane Brewer       18th     David Pernie                9th  Mark & Sandi Bateman   

         10th     Abby Starnes         23rd     Ellie Mobley                10th  Leonard & Jane Starnes

         12th    Leoda Starnes        24th     Lynn Hayes                  20th  Patrick & Jeanine Stovall

         16th    Dottie Beckham     25th     Jim Pedersen                26th  Steve & Steph Pilecki 
                                                        Coming Up Next Month:   
                               May  Birthdays:                                                        May Anniversary:
            1st     Buck Beckham                                                        14th    David & Judy Pernie
          4th     Daniel Sliva

          5th    Jessica Alosi

          6th    Judy Penn

        10th    David McManus, Sr.

        16th    Kathy Starnes

        19th    Linda McCallum
Please contact Church office if there are any additions or corrections to the birthday & anniversary list.  
For prayer e-mail and/or bulletin prayer list requests please notify the church office, 328-1496 or crnrstone@comporium.net (office hours are Mon-Thurs 9-2 p.m.).  When the church office is closed, leave a voice mail on office phone or you may also email, call or text church secretary, Cary Bartelmo, cbartelmo@comporium.net; 803-372-7923.     
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                                   Memorials Given in March
                          In Memory Of:                                  Given By:                         
                          Sandra Deyton                                  Wings of Faith Circle
                       Betty Hallman                                   Wings of Faith Circle

___________________________________________________________________

As of today, April 1st, all meetings and gatherings are postponed through April 30th.  Events for the month of May remain on the calendar until further notice.

___________________________________________________________________
During the time our gatherings and events are suspended due to the virus, we will stream an abbreviated worship service each Sunday morning at 10:00 a.m. on Cornerstone’s Facebook page:     https://www.facebook.com/CornerstoneUMCRockHill/
The video will remain on the page for later viewing.
Finance Report:  
Giving to date (March 31):  $34,535.91
Spent to date (March 31):  $37,750.35

March apportionments have not yet been paid.  March Sanctuary Loan payment has not yet been paid.
                                                                                         Karen Davis, Finance Chair
                                                                                         Johnny Starnes, Treasurer
Please note!
The church staff will be working remotely as of April 2 due to the continuing situation with the virus.  This is also in keeping with the District office, which has not been open for several weeks, as they also have been working from home.  Pastor Irvin will be in the office off and on but can be reached by phone or text, 803-417-4799.  His email address is ivplowdenjr@umcsc.org.  You may also leave a voicemail on the church office phone (803-328-1496) or email the office, crnrstone@comporium.net.  
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	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	
	
	1


	2
 
	3

	4


	5   Palm     Sunday

	6
	7
	8

	9
Holy Thursday

	10
6 pm Good Friday

	11

	12
Easter Sunday
	13

	14

	15

	16

	17

	18


	19

	20

	21

	22

	23

	24

	25


	26

	27

	28

	29

	31

	
	

	
	Front Lawn Mowing:
5th:  Open

12th: Howard McCallum

19th:  Open

26th:  Johnny Starnes & Dale Williams

	Lawn Mowing Sides & Near Bldg:
Mike Painter

Reid Lefler

Steve Pilecki

	
	
	
	Sunday Worship Schedule:

10 a.m. online worship via Facebook Live
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	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	
	
	
	
	1

	2


	3 Communion
12:15 pm Trustee meeting
	4
	5
6:30 p.m. Girl Scouts
	6
6:15 pm Choir practice
	7  
National Day of Prayer

	8

	9

	10
Mother’s Day

Epworth Children’s Home Mother’s Day Offering


	11
	12
6:30 p.m. Wings of Faith
	13
6:15 pm Choir practice

6-8 pm Linda McCallum using building
	14

	15
9 a.m. Make slaw
6 p.m. Set up for fish fry


	16
1 p.m. set up for fish fry
4-7 p.m. Fish Fry & Bake Sale


	17

	18
7 pm UMM, &UMW meetings

	19
6:30 pm Girl Scouts
	20
6:15 pm Choir practice
	21

	22

	23


	24
	25
Memorial Day

(Office closed)

	26

	27
6:15 pm Choir practice
	28

	29

	30


	31
5 pm Finance meeting

6:30 pm Church Council meeting
	Front Lawn Mowning:
3rd:  Open

10th: Howard McCallum

17th: Open

24th: Johnny Starnes & Dale Williams

31st:Open

	Lawn Mowing:
Mike Painter

Reid Lefler

Steve Pilecki

	Opening & Closing:
Johnny Starnes
Altar Guild
Karen Davis

	Ushers:
Johnny Starnes
Reid Lefler

	Scripture Readers:

3rd: Diane Brewer
10th: Steph Pilecki

17th: Debbie Jackson

24th:  Randy Hayes

31st: Debbie Jackson


	Sunday Worship Schedule:

9:15 a.m. Coffee Fellowship

9:45 a.m.  S.S.

11 a.m. Worship Service



