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      It’s about Time:  New Year, New You

Welcome to 2020!  Can you believe it!  It’s a new year and we’re all hoping this year will be better than last year.  I simply must repeat a saying that I shared last Sunday:  “Today you are closer to the beginning of your life than you ever will be again, and you are closer to the end of your life than you ever have been before.”  To this let me add, most of us are closer to our end than our beginning.  In the words of Ferris Bueller:  “Life moves pretty fast.  If you don’t stop and look around once in a while, you could miss it.”

This being the first day of the rest of your life, how much time do you think you have?  How much time do you have to make IT happen – whatever it was you intended to do with your life?  Better yet, what are we going to allow God to do in our lives with the time we have left?  

Some of you shared comments about the list of traits of successful people I presented last Sunday.  You may recall that I also shared a list of traits of unsuccessful people.  So here they are:

Successful people do these things:
    
Unsuccessful people do these things:
Read every day



    
  Watch TV every day (too much??)

Compliment others


    
  Criticize others often

Embrace Change



    
  Fear Change

Forgive others



    
  Hold a grudge

Talk about ideas



    
  Talk about people too much

Continuously learn

           
  Think they know it all

Accept responsibility for their failure   
  Blame others for their failures

Have a sense of gratitude

           Have a sense of entitlement

Set goals and develop life plans

  Never set goals

So what do you see here?
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(Pastor’s letter, continued)
Successful people display flexibility, gratitude, a desire for knowledge, and are goal oriented

Unsuccessful people tend to be judgmental, ungracious, selfish, and feel they already know it all. 

Successful people live from grace and show grace to others.  They have a love of learning and they are constantly thinking about the future.

Those are pretty good Christian values, don’t you think?  They are fruit of the spirit when we allow God’s grace to work through us.  

In my sermon I mentioned the Mr. Rogers movie, “A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood” I went to see a few weeks ago.  You may not have known this, but Fred Rogers was an ordained minister in the Presbyterian Church.  As a child he was shy, introverted, and overweight and was frequently homebound with bouts of asthma.  He was bullied and taunted and called “Fat Freddy” by his peers.  He had a very lonely childhood so he made friends with himself as much as he could and created make believe characters.  

He overcame his shyness in High School when the head of the football team befriended him along with a few others who felt that the core of him was okay.  

He later became President to the Student Council.  

In the movie I was amazed by Fred Rogers’ sense of wonder and grace.  Through his show, he sought to communicate to every child, indeed every person that they were loved and appreciated.  Even though he suffered through a traumatic childhood, Fred Rogers lived from Grace and shared grace with others.  He just might be a pretty good role model for many people.  We give thanks for his life.

May it be a beautiful year in your family and your neighborhood.  My prayer is that this year may be a year full of grace and wonder for you.

Peace, Irvin  

                                                      Cornerstone Connection                              January, 2020     
[image: image2.jpg]



                             Lectionary Study for January: 

         Sunday, Jan. 5th:                                      Sunday, Jan.19th:                                
        Isaiah 60:1-6                                              Isaiah 49:1-7                      

        Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 (UMH 795)              Psalm 40:1-11 (UMH 774)
        Ephesians 3:1-12                                      1 Corinthians 1:1-9                    

        Matthew 2:1-12                                        John 1:29-42            

                  Sunday, Jan. 12th:                                     Sunday, Jan. 26th:                           
                  Isaiah 42:1-9                                              Isaiah 9:1-4                                            
                  Psalm 29   (UMH 761)                              Psalm 27:1, 4-9 (UMH 758)      
                  Acts 10:34-43                                            1 Corinthians 1:10-18                              
                  Matthew 3:13-17                                       Matthew 4:12-23                                                                         

                                                          January  Birthdays                                 
                                                 13th   Mildred McDaniel               19th  Tyler Starnes

                                         14th   Judy Prather                         20th  Judy Pernie

                                         18th   Sarah Stovall                       20th   Zin Bronola

                                        19th   Karen Davis                         28th  Bonnie Jenks                                                                                                                                               
                                                        Coming Up Next Month:   
                    February  Birthdays:                                                              February Anniversary:

      2th    Diana Deyton         20th  Mark Bateman           14th     Jim & Sue Pedersen


   13th    Edwina Jonas          22th  Maxine Smith

             15th   Susan Vinson            24th  Pastor Irvin

            19th    Billie Smith              27th  Steve Pilecki

Please contact Church office if there are any additions or corrections to the birthday & anniversary list.  
For prayer e-mail and/or bulletin prayer list requests please notify the church office, 328-1496 or crnrstone@comporium.net (office hours are Mon-Thurs 9-2 p.m.).  When the church office is closed, leave a voice mail on office phone or you may also email, call or text church secretary, Cary Bartelmo, cbartelmo@comporium.net; 803-372-7923.     
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 Dear Cornerstone Church family,

Thank you so much for everything you all did the week of Mama’s funeral.  You really helped us with your gifts, presence, meals, etc.  It is really nice to have a group of folks that care so much.                                                                                           Sincerely,  John and Robin Deyton              
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                             Memorials Given in December
                            In Memory of:                                   Given By:

                           Sandra Deyton



Johnny & Kathy Starnes
                    
      Sandra Deyton



Susan Vinson

                          Sandra Deyton



Debbie Jackson

                          Sandra Deyton                  

Addie McClintock Circle

                          Sandra Deyton



Leoda Starnes

                         Bob Roberts



Susan Gibson & family

                            Honorarium Given in December

                          In Honor Of:                                  Given By:
                         Karen Davis                                    Susan Vinson
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Next Fish Fry  & Bake Sale will be held   January 18th from 4-7 p.m.  Set up times are 6 p.m. Friday and 1 p.m. Saturday.  Volunteer helpers are always needed and welcome before, during and after!      

[image: image5.png]



Sunday, February 2nd is “Souper” Bowl Sunday!  We will have a soup luncheon after worship.  There is a sign-up sheet in back of the Sanctuary to let us know what you can bring. Contact Ellie Mobley if you have any questions.
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Youth Group (ages 12 and over) meets every other Sunday at 5:30 p.m.!  All youth and their friends are welcome to attend! 

January 24-26 we will be attending the “Revolution” youth gathering in Columbia.  
Lay Servant Training – Sat., March 14, 9-4 p.m. & Sun., March 15, 2-4 p.m. at

Philadelphia UC (1691 Hwy 160 West, Fort Mill).  Registration due February 7th for $35.00, late registration is $45.00 (after Feb. 7th).  Registration cutoff is Feb. 21st.

Forms available on the table in church Sanctuary.
Finance Report:  Unavailable
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	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	
	
	1

New Year’s Day
(Office closed)

	2

	3


	4

	5 Communion
Epiphany Sunday
5:30 pm Youth group
	6
10:30 a.m. Devotional study class at Cornerstone
	7

	8

6:15 pm Choir practice

	9
6 pm Addie McClintock Circle
	10

	11

	12

12:15 pm Trustee meeting
	13

10:30 a.m. Devotional study class at Mary’s Cafe
Martin Luther King Day
	14
6:30 pm Girl Scouts
6:30 pm Wings of Faith
	15
6:15 pm Choir practice
	16

	17
9 am Make slaw for fish fry
6 pm Set up for fish fry


	18
1 pm set up
4-7 pm Fish Fry & Bake Sale



	19

5:30 pm Youth group
	20

10:30 am Devotional study class
7 pm UMM, UMW meetings

	21
	22
6:15 pm Choir practice

	23

	24
6 pm Lay Servant Event at Philadelphia UMC-Ft. Mill
“Revolution” Youth gathering in Columbia

	25
“Revolution” youth gathering in Columbia

	26

5 pm Finance meeting
6:30 pm Church Council
“Revolution” concludes
	27
10:30 am Devotional study class

	28

	29

6:15 pm Choir practice

	30


	31

	

	
	
	
	Opening & Closing:
David McManus
Altar Guild
Maxine Smith

	Ushers:
David McManus
Johnny Starnes

Bill Fincher

	Scripture Readers:

5th:  Diane Brewer

12th: Steph Pilecki

19th:  Debbie Jackson

26th: Randy Hayes


	Sunday Worship Schedule:

9:15 a.m. Coffee Fellowship

9:45 a.m.  S.S.

11 a.m. Worship Service
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	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	
	
	
	 
	
	1

	2 Communion
“Souper” Bowl Sunday luncheon after worship
5:30 pm Youth Group

	3

	4
6:30 pm Girl Scouts

	5
6:15 pm Choir practice

	6
6 pm Addie McClintock Circle meeting
	7

	8

	9
12:15 pm Trustee meeting
	10

	11
6:30 pm Wings of Faith
	12
6:15 pm Choir practice
	13

	14

	15


	16
5:30 pm Youth Group
	17
President’s Day
7 pm UMM, UMW meetings


	18
	19
6:15 pm Choir practice

	20

	21

	22


	23

5 pm Finance meeting

6:30 pm Church Council
	24

	25

	26
6:15 pm Choir practice


	27

	28

	29
9:30 am Human Trafficking Awareness program


	
	
	
	Opening & Closing:
Chris Starnes
Altar Guild
Ellie Mobley

	Ushers:
Chris Starnes

Reid Lefler

Johnny Starnes

	Scripture Readers:

2nd:  Diane Brewer

9th: Steph Pilecki

16th:  Debbie Jackson

23rd: Randy Hayes


	Sunday Worship Schedule:

9:15 a.m. Coffee Fellowship

9:45 a.m.  S.S.

11 a.m. Worship Service



